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» France} “« have putiliclpiasked pardon of God and man, and have done every thin, 


« ihey can to. revert.20.the anciqnt established: principles:of government ; and, ‘their measures, in every 
« point I hage been able to view,shenyy tiage\that tendlenoy, dt iss therefore, an important consideration, 
« how far it would be-prudent inythiscopntey.to drive them again to revolutionary meusures.”——Lorv 


Hawkespury's Srescuy 7 th, May, A802, 504. 
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SUMMARY. OF POLITICS. 
ContiInexTAL CoaLitiagn.——The mot- 
to to the present-Number recals the reader's 
attention to the time when Lord Hawkes- 
bary and his colleagues were engaged in a 
| detence of the public character and conduct 
of their common patron and prompter, Mr, 
Pitt. A motion had been made for cen- 
suring him, at least, by implication; where- 
upon that most important personae} 2rd 
Belgrave, moved the thenks of the Fidlise-oF 
Commons to’ hiv for ‘his: conduct dathg Ris 
long administration, and partioulafl Paring 
the late wat With France, whiehis HP Tord- 
ship stated, had been just thew iifest happily 
and gloriously concluded, ‘and’ all by means 
of the great wisdom, integrity, and disin- 
terestednes¢ of his Right Honourable Friend. 
To show the inypropriety of this motion, 
Mr. Grey and otliers, enteréd into an exa- 
mination of the then stafe of things, com- 
pared with that which Mr, Pitt had con- 
stantly promised ‘the nation he ‘would pro- 
luce, before he ae peace with France ; 
nd, amongst other things, ‘it's observed, 
hat the House of Bodrhon! was’ banished 











nent was, in its principle, still stich ‘@3 it had 
been during the whole ‘time ‘that Mr. Pitt 
ad been at war.against ét. ‘Thi drew from 
ord Hawkesbury an:assertion, that to re- 
tore the House of Bourbon hadnbver een a 
ninctpal object <af-theteargands: after an 
nervening sentence or two ofiverbosity, he 
ane to the passagé whieh has been now sc- 
‘ed Gora motte, andowhivh it is certhinly 
ort! while to Commpake with the doctrine 
bw held forth bythe ministerial prints, par- 
arly thd Sun, relative tola war hedinst 
NS person fof Byionaparé or; ino ether 
ards !aawar for thie} 
Snter-revdlution in| Fratice,—bec Wher ‘The! 
Wet las referred ‘tothe debat obene pubes 
“items c . Pitt cand his + 
Hers at the time of the peace, His dttentiy 
“quested to an article’ from the Sv x of the 
“ultimo, whieh te willpercetverorbee 
“Ungation of oe” that Werte "Ghee sit 
preceding, ae p- 880, aaa the wmyeee™ 












rom France, and thatthe Frenéty! govern- | 


ronposd) of afidering > | 
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of the whole of which articles he will fina 
very little ditheulty in discovering, ‘* Ac- 
** cording to reports in the diplomatic circles 
** on the Continent that are not influenced 
** by a dread of France, the. preparations 
“now making, not against that country, 
“* but against its vi/e Dyurper, and the great 
** -distarber of mankind, are of the most for- 
“ midable,description, and suchas mayavell 
‘* appal the tyrant, and make him- tremble 
*« at the;consequences. ‘These reports state, 
“that three hundred and. fifty; thousand 
** Austrians, two hundred and fifty, thousand 
** Russians, and forty thousand Swedes, are 
** ready to commence operations. , Of these 
** armies, it is said, that one hundred thou- 
** sand Austrians, and .an equal number of 
| ** Russians, are to be employed on the 
« Rhine; two hundred thousand Austrians, 
“and sixty thousand Russians in Italy and 
Switzerland. The forty thousand Swedes 
«and an equal number of Russians are said 
* to bé destined to re-take Hanover ; and, 
“according to the same reports, a British 
army will at the same time make an at- 
“© tack on Folland, where they are not likely 
**'to' have any but French to oppose them, 
*€ os the Dutch have suffered too much un- 
‘© der their oppressors to be likely to assist 
«jn their cuuse, and, in, fuct, to oppose 
«* their own deliverance. If we were to 
‘< credit other contipental remours, which 
are indéed strongly preyalent, we shovild 
«be induced to'think that.even the Turks 
«* are to co-operate in the grand attempt to 
“rescue Burope from the gripe of an am- 
« Bitiots Usutper, who seems desitous to 
«« tionopolizé the government of all. states, 

«+ Snd' who has therefore made it a ‘common 

ee Gauge with “all states to. attempt, Ars de- 

« —Peuetion, ' & part of the grand plan now 

«4 PY hottation is, it is understood, to invade 

 @ HT TW different points, in erder to in 

jes eu ehe SHatich Monarch to declare him- 

tice CORP G#tinst the Corsican yoke, whicli he 

ive He Grid tobe Very willing ‘to do. Ia the 

o SAasC OF all these reports, it is natural 1 

wei sure accounts of intermled move- 

~eornTeits Th “fivour of the unfortunate House 

UE Bourte ; “and it is aceurdingly said, 
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*« that a large body of Russians and other 
‘* troops are to attempt some vulnerable 
“ part of France, headed by a Bourbon 
‘« Prince, in the name of Louis XVIII. the 
‘« rightful King of France, the ally of Eng- 
“ land, Russia, Austria, Sweden, and Tur- 
** key, against the Usurper of his throne and 
** the oppressor of his subjects. His most 
“« Christian Majesty, it is also coniideritly 
“€ said, is to be furnished with the means of 
*€ raising a formidable army, and that he is 
‘* to issue a proclamation to inform his sub- 
** jects that their deliverance approaches, if 
‘* they are willing to be rescued from dis- 
“* grace, misery, and despotism.” How- 
ever wild this is, and however contemptible 
the vehicie, through which it is conveyed to 
the public, it is well worthy of our attention, 
seeing that it certainly comes from those, to 
whose hands, unfortunately for us, the ma- 
nagement of our affairs iscommitted. The 
pubjic do not know, but, upon occasions like 
this, they ought to be informed, that the os- 
tensible proprietor, or conductor, of the Sun 





newsp per never thinks of inserting an arti- 
cle upon a subject of this kind, unless he re- 
ceives it from the Treasury, whither he goes 


for orders, as resularly as a Jetter-carrier 


goes to the Post-Otice. This is no exagge- 
ration at all. It isa plain statement of a 
fact well-known to every person in London 
eonnected with the press. By way of cen- 
suring this intercourse the fact.is net men- 
tioned here; but, for the purpose of the bet- 
ter enabling the reader to judge of the pro- 
bable views of the “* heaven-born” minister 
and his colleagues. It must, however, not 
be concluded, that a plan of warfare, such as 
is described in the Sun, is the plan fired on 
by Mr. Pitt; for, he has fixed on nothing, 
and he wil fix on nothing. The articles in 
his prints onght, rather, to be regarded as 
mere suggestions, thrown out for the purpose 
of fevding the pulse of the nation; for the 
purpose of obtaining a knowledge as to what 
course will be most likely to be popular, or 
the least likely to excite great unpopula- 
rity, and to expose the place of the minister 
to danger, Seeing, however, that a plan, 
such as is suggested by the Sun, has in it 
something specitic, at least, and, for that 
reason, by no means likely to be selected by 
Me. Pitt, it is probable, that he finds himself 
likely to be forced into it, by the will of some 
one of the parties to the alliance, either 
abroad or athome. If so, the efforts of his 
writers are qnite natural; though, it must, 
ene would think, appear preity evident to 
him, that those eJorts will fil of success.: It 
has te’ore been shown, that, to ali appear- 
auc the quarrel between A exander and 
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Napoleon has partly arisen from the latte, “ the 
having assumed the title of Emperor ; ay, « the 
this circumstance renders more probable th. «int 
conjecture, that Mr. Pitt, with a view of ob. « ther 
taining allies upon the Continent, and there. « has: 
by securing a subject upon which to vaunt x “ thre 



























** uous 


the opening of parliament, has been coy. 


pelled to give into the project of a ya which | 


against the person of Buonaparté. But, 3f. was adi 
ter all, would there be any reason ‘for sy. when it 
prise, if we should, at last, find, that he him. irth-da 
self had chosen this plan, as likely io afford become 
the means of dividing the opinions, and of from adi 
course, the votes, of the Opposition? If were, h 
however, this be his design, the scheme wilt tiere We 
certainly fail; for, if he could persuade thos Mr. Pitt 
of the Burke school, that the case now which h 
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stands,. both as to right and to expediency, 
just as it stood in 1794, when we had mace 
no acknowledgments whatever, when there 
was a well-known division amongst thie peo- 
ple of France, and when there was actually. 
embodied a powerful army. of Royalists 
having exclusive possession of a considerable 
part of the.kingdom: if he could persuad 
them to this, could he, after the woeful e- 
perience they have had of him, possibly per- 
suade them again to trust the cause in hanés 
like his? When he had, by his manag 
ment of the war, reduced the nation to sud 
astate, both of means and of mind, as to 
make them, with. voice almost unanimou;, 
hail as a blessing, the disgraceful, the ign 
minious, peace of Amiens; then, indeed, 
the defence of that peace, and to gloss over 
his miserable failure in the war, he said: 
“‘ there were times, during the war, 
“* which the government hoped to be ableto 
‘* drive France within her ancient Jimi, 
*« and even to make barriers against her f* 
« ture incursions; but, in this we were d+ 
** appointed; -it became, then, neces, 
** with the change of circumrstances, 4 
‘* change our objects; for, I do not know! 
‘« more fatal error, than to look only at ott 
“ object, and obstinately to pursue it, wht 
** the hope of accomplishing it no Jonge 
* mains,” And what was this new objet’ 
“ indemnity for the past and security for 
“ future.” And this object, he assured UW, 
was obtained. ‘‘ An honouratie and seo" 
** peace,’’ said he, ‘‘ has now been obtai 
“ed.” He told,ys, that he had destroy") 
the monster that-ence threatened our 
ence; and his ““poble friend,” Lord 
grave, bade tus, * now. that we had esap* 
** the dangers of -the storm, look back upe 
“the subsiding waves with émotions © 
“calm delight and unspeakable s#'™ 
* tion.” ......** Turn your eyes, 

he, “‘on your present happy sitestion, @ 
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« the vessel of.state, having now weathered 
‘the storm, riding in éria mph and security 
« in her. native port; and, then say, whe- 
‘ther some credit is not due to him, who 
« has steered her uninjured through a sea so 
‘threatening, so awful, and so tempest- 
‘yous.’ . This sublime passage, upon 
which Mr, Canning’s pilot was a paraphrase, 
vos admirably accommodated to the Umes 
when it was uttered ; but, together with the 
Lirth-eday celetration, both have long since 
hocome subjects of something very different 
from admiration.. The objects of the war 
were, however, thus got over for a while ; 
there were not wanting men to‘assert, that 
Mr. Pitt had completely obtained the objects 
which he had always professed to have in 
view, and this assertion they had the profii- 
gate impudence to make, and to repeat, in 
the face of his recorded declarations and pro- 
nises. ‘ We are,” said he, in his speech of 
the 7th of June, 1799, ‘‘ in circumstances 
“ which forbid us to stop short, of an ade- 

quate, full, and rational security. The 

war may be carried on ‘for any length of 

time without the creation of a new debt. 
‘ Itis by no means difficult to provide taxes 
‘ for eight years...... We shall not be sa- 

tisfied with false security. War, with all 


its evils, is better than a peace, in which 
there is nothing to be seen but injustice, 


dwelling with savage delight, on the 
‘ humbled, prostrate condition of some ti- 
mid, suppliant people..... The time to 
come to the discussion of a peace, can 
‘ only be the time when you can look with 
confidence to an honourable issue; to such 
a peace as shall at once restore to Europe 
her settled and balanced constitution of ge- 
ner. polity, and to every negotiating 
power in particular that weight in the 
scale of general empire, which has ever 


veen found the best guarantee and pledge | 


of local independence and general secu- 
rity. Such are my sentiments. I com- 
mit them to the thinking amongst man- 
kind; and, if they have not been poison- 
ed by the stream of French sophistry, and 
prejudiced by her falsehoods, I am sure 
they will approve of the determination I 
have avowed, and, for those grave and 
nature reasons, on which I found it.” 
his, then, was his avowed object in the 
it. Avowed, too, less than two years 
‘tore he assisted in the negotiation of the 
“iminanies of the peace of Amiens, Legan 
Our side, and with a French Commissary 
Prisoners ; such was our hasté to “ restore 
‘o Europe her settled and balanced con- 
“tution of general polity !* Was the ob- 
', above-described, obtained by the p-1ce 
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of Amiens? Need I ask whether any part of 
it was obtained? Whether we obtained 
‘* an adequate, full, and rational security?” 
Whether, the balance of Europe was re- 
stored ? Whether we did not leave France, 
‘** dwelling with savage delight on the hum- 
** bled, prostrate condition of some” [nay, 
some halt-dozen] ‘* timid, suppliant na- 
** tions?’ Let it be well remembered, that 
this declaration, this solemn promise, was 
made only about one-and-twenty months be- 
fore the first overture was made to Mr. Otto, 
which overture led to a peace, which peace 
was, by all the adherents of Mr. Pitt, justi- 
fied upon the ground of the “ necessity of 
“* hustanding our resources!” Where, then, 
shall we look for the truth of that assertion, 
by which we were led to believe, that ‘* the 
** war could be carried on for any length of 
‘* time without the creation of new debt ?"’ 
Where, for that of the assurance, that “ it 
** would be by no means difficult to find 
** taxes for eight years?) And, where for 
the grounds of future reliance, upon the cal- 
culations and promises of this minister? 
We have, in this avowal of Mr.- Pitt's a test 
of his knowledge, his foresight, his wisdom 
as a statesman, and particularly as a_finan- 
cier. In June, 1799, he tells the besotted 
nation, that he can continue the war for 
“© any length of time without the creation of 
«© new delt.” Early the next year, 1800, 
he creates new debt, to the amount of 20 
millions sterling (leaving out the parts of a 
million) ; early in i801, he creates more 
new debt, to the amount of 27 niillions ster- 
ling; and, in 1802, by way of a winder-up 
of the war, his place-holder creates more 
new debt, to the anount of 26 millions ; 


‘and thus, the war, which might be carried 


on “for any length of ‘time without the 
‘‘ creation of new debt,” causes him to 
create, in the next thrce years, new debt 
amounting to upwards of 73, millions ster- 


ling! And, even after this, ,and the thou- 


sands of other glaring proofs of the same 


sort, you hear his pensioned or place-hunt- 


ing adherents calling him ‘‘ the first finan- 
‘« cier in the world ;” or, at least, you heard 
them ; for, now, it moist be comfessed that 
they do, upon that topic, hold their tongues, 

In the calculations, in the professions, 
in the declarations, in the promises, of such 
a minister, who can place any confidence? 
And yet, you shall see, that, if be should 
adopt something like the course pointed out 
by the Sun, newspaper, and should treat the 
parliament with a repetition, though in_ tlie 
very same words, of his old professious 
about ‘* cheeking the ambitiqn of France,” 
the “‘ deiiverance of Europe,” ‘“ indera- 
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*« nity for the past and security for the 
«© future,” and the like, his adherents will 
affect astonishment at seeing him opposed 
by those, who, like myse'f, formerly endea- 
voured to support him! The influence of 
this race of poiiticians is, however, fast draw- 
ing to a close. Thanks to the Tenth Re- 
port, the lacker is nearly all rubbed off from 
the “‘ heaven-born”’ minister and his set, 
and the real quality of the metal is now per- 
ceivable to even the dullest eyes. I should 
here have entered upon some further re- 
marks upon the expectations, which appear 
‘to be founded upon the discontents, or ima- 
ginary discontents, existing against Buona- 
parté in France ; but, just as I had proceed- 
ed thus far the Suw of the 3d instant reached 
me, containing another article upon the same 
subject, and which article, however unwor- 
thy of notice in itself, is, for the reasons be- 
fore-mentioned, entitled to the serious con- 
sideration of the public. Before I insert it, 
it is necessary to observe, that the letter, to 
which it professes to be an answer, appeared 
in the Morning Chronicle of the 2d instant, 
under the signature of Fasrus. Some of the 
arguments in that letter had been, as the 
reader will perceive, before advanced in the 
Political Register ; but, if he has the means 
of coming at the letter itself, he will find the 
whole of it well worth his perusal.—When 
Ihave inserted this new article, I shall offer 
a few remarks upon the particular. point 
above-mentioned. I must beg leave to press 
the subject upon the attention of every one, 
into whose hands this sheet may happen to 
fall; for, to me it appears evident, that, if 
we proceed, if we build our hopes upon dis- 
contents in France, or, upon set. able to 
stir up discontents in that country, we are 
fallen never again to rise. And, yet, it will 
be clearly perceived, that, as far as a judg- 
ment can be formed from the language of 
the ministerial prints, such is the founda- 
tion, upon which we are to build. ‘“< The 
** rumoured’ intention on the part of the al- 
“* lied powers of directing the war person- 
** ally against the Usurper of France has 
** drawn forth a long article from a writer 
“* in the chief opposition paper of yesterday, 
** in which he seems to condemn such.a 
** measure as impolitic and impracticable. 
** But a due consideration of the subject will 
*« shew that it is both politic and practica- 
** ble. The French, as a people, have not 
** provoked the other powers of Europe by 
** insult or injury. All the insults and in- 
ee juries which those powers have received 

ave been the result of Buonaparté’s iras- 
is_ineatitble ambition. 
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‘“« the French people, though it is notorjous 
“© that he was chosen by a very few of then, 
‘* and that the rest were awed into silence 
** by the severity of his police or his mij. 
** tary force. Instead of conducting hit. 
‘* self with grateful moderation for this cop- 
‘€ descension on the part of other states, be 
** has intruded upon their territories an 
** seized them, one after another, upon thos 
** pretexts to which force, artifice, and ty. 
“‘ ranny always resort. All “the forbear. 
** ance of other states, too strong to fil 
** within his grasp, has only augmented his 
** pride and injustice, and he tramples upon 
‘« the very people whom he professes to 
“* have rescued from slavery ; though they 
“* endure it to a nmuch greater degree thay 
‘* they ever suffered under the most arbitr:- 
** ry of their rightful Sovereigns. Where 
** then is the impolicy of appealing to the 
** people who are thus oppressed, against a 
** tyrant who drags them into a war whic) 
** arose from his own bad _ passions, and 
** which those passions threaten to continue 
** as long as he is permitted to enjoy the 
** power which he so wickedly abuses ’~ 
** But it is asked, in what manner are the 
‘* people of France to testify their detestatica 
‘© of Buonaparté? That they feel a strong 
‘* detestation against their tyrant nobody 
** doubts, and though it would be difficult 
** to throw off the yoke, while he has » 
“< powerful an army, yet it can hardly bk 
** doubted that the army partakes in a great 
“* degree of the general feeling of Frenc- 
‘¢ men, and as they will be the chief suffer- 
“* ers by new wars, resulting from his au 
** bition, they might be ready to aid the e\- 
‘* pression of the general will, if an apped 
* to the people of France against their op 
** pressor seemed to make a strong impres 
* sion on them, Buonaparté’s host of ¢¢- 
“ perals would themselves be little incline’ 
“to support the cause of an Upstart wi 
“holds them at such a proud distance’, 
** though he chiefly Soret upon them, # 


“« they were once to find the troops bes!" 
“« ning to waver, and the general feelings 
e¢ 


Frenchmen averse to their disgrace! 
** bondage. How far Frenchmen in ge 
** yal might be inclined to return to ther * 
“* legiance to their rightful Monarch 1s 2” 
** ther question; but after all their dif 
** pointments, sufferings, and horrors, of 
“* what could they be expected to look ™ 
** repose so securely as in the bosom ol ke 
> gitimate authority ? The transfer of pie 
*€ perty whielrhas taken place since the ™ 
**-velution would be but a subordinate 
“* pediment to the return of that author") 
“« when opposed to the ‘Wishes ef the ge 
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me . majority of t au0- 
ms « naparté may be acknowledged to possess 
“ « imposing talents, yet they are all of a crat- 
i- «ty, selfish, and insidious kind: there is 
“< « gothing respectable in his character ; he 
~ « 4; feared by all, and beloved by none—he 
be « has not otfe virtue that stands in the way 
nd « ofa return to allegiance, in a people who 
= « have suffered too much to ‘be seduced by 
7 « any more phantoms of liberty, which have 
vol « only deluded them, and exposed them. to 
fal « one tyrant after another, till their ehains 
hi ‘are rivetted by a military Upstart. But 
Dou « jtis said, that if the allied poWers should 


“fect, The truth, however, is, that, as 
* has been justly stated, Buonaparté himself 
‘set an example of such a kind of appeal in 
* the instance of Sweden, and in his threats 
‘of such an appeal to the people of this 
‘country. So that, in fact, it would. be a 
‘just retaliation on him for attempting to 
‘separate people and their lawful Sove- 
‘reiyns. But it is said, that the French 
‘ people have been indebted to Buonaparté 
‘fora cessation of a state of things infi- 


107 ; 
- ‘nitely more horrible than external war- 
tt. ‘ fare; yet what has he done? He has only 


‘ removed one set of tyrants to place ano- 
‘ ther over them, of which. he is the head ; 
‘and the people, though relieved from the 
‘horrors of blood by which their streets 
‘ were deluged, are held in the most bitter 
‘restraint, and hardly dare express their 
sentiments on any subject, lest they should 
‘ be supposed to have an oblique relation to 


el: 4 . , ° o° 
pal their government. Is this a condition 
op that renders them so much indebted to 
me Buowaparté that they must be in love with 
yee the fetters he imposes on them? We 
od know that Robespierre held at one time 
who 4smuch power as Buonaparté does now, 
sa yet Tallien had the courage to proclaim 
i him a tyrant, and his overthrow was soon 
on effected. But if instead of a miscreant 
Ly and a regicide, like Tallien, some honest 
fd muitary character, who had the canfi- 
* dence of the troops, and who felt like a 
Cite . “s 

a rue Frenchman, were boldly to step for- 
se Ward, after an appeal freth the allied powers, 
: aud to second that appeal to the hearts, 
“ understandings, and national pride of the 
fo Frenchagainst an odious and foreign Usurp- 
f le be he and his upstart family might at once 
pie blown away, like chaff before the 
tte mpest. We are told that Englishmen 
. are gross] " 
ins yY Wnorant of -both the merits 


rity, “ Non of Buoriaparté’s government 
or eyes of Frenchmen. Are we to 


“appeal to the people of France against 
“him, he may retaliate with dreadful et=- 
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** understanding with their spirit? Are we 
** to suppose that they are utterly dead to 
‘¢ all teeling ? Do they not know that they 
** are in the hands of a foreign Usurper and 
*« his band of myrmidons? Do they not 
** know that France is large enough for all 
‘* their wants, and, after so much trouble, 
** misery, and horrors as they have endured, 
“« can they want to be precipitated into new 
*€ wars, and dragged into military conscrip- 
** tions to support these wars, when they 
“* are the effect of his pride, ambition, and 
“¢ injustice ? Frenchmen, still smarting un- 
‘« der the dreadful sufferings which they 
“* have experienced, and kept in awe by 
an iron yoke, may be reluctant to make a 
** movement within, lest it should fail, and 
** involve them, if possible, in more bitter 
“* slavery ; but when they find that all Eu- 
‘* rope is in arms against their enslaver, and 
** only wants to assist them in the recovery 
‘* of their own rights, it would be to sup- 
** pose that they are sunk into the most 
brutal degeneracy,’ or the most torpid in- 
“* difference, if we did not expect them to 
** rouze at an appeal calculated to restore 
** them to tranquillity, and a resumption of 
** those rights which are now trampled un- 
** der-foot by an usurping despot. We do 
“* not pretend to say that such an appeal is 
** actually intended, but from every im- 
** partial view which can be taken of the 
*€ state of France, and the probable feelings 
“and wishes of Frenchmen, it may be 
*« fairly concluded, that such an appeal 
“‘ would be attended with consequences 
‘* that might indeed “ give a new systema 
*€ to the whole conduct of Europe, and have 
‘- the most decisive influence on its future 
** fortune,” by rescuing it from the power 
«¢ and the threats of an aspiring and restless 
*¢ individual, and uniting all its states in 
‘* peace and amity.” Such are the ar- 
guments intended io prove, that a war, di- 
rected against the person of Napoleon, is 
both “ politic and practical.” The im- 
udent baseness of the Pitt newspapers, 
in now holding up as an object of abhorrence 
to Frenchmen the very government, which 
was, by the same papers, before declared to 
be the best that the people were capable of 
enjoying, was pointed ont in the preceding 
sheet, page 343 and 344; but, it is right 
that the character of these prints should be 
well known, well established in the world ; 
and, to this end we will now take in con- 
trast the*sentiments of the Sun, respecting 
Buonaparté and his government, in 1802, 
and in 1805, . 
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1802. 


* That a love of liberty 


should lead to gross in- 
Vectives against France, 
or its chief magistrate, 
is greatly to be lamented. 
Why direct the grossest 
invectives against him for 
doing that, which it re- 
mains yet to be proved is 
not an act beneficial to 
the French nation? Li- 
berty in the hands of 
those who know not how 
to enjoy it, can only de- 
generate into anarchy, 
and the only retnedy for 
auarchy is the strong arm 
of power. When the pre- 
sent = government of 
France is compared with 
the monstrous systems of 
democratical, or of oli 

garchical tyranny which 
have preceded it, the 
people of France have 
certainly reason to con- 
gratulate themselves on 
the change. 
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Are we to suppose, 
that the people of Frarfce 
are dead to all feeing ? 
Do they not feel, that 
they are in the hands of 
an upstart, foreign usurp- 
er, and his band of myr- 
midons? Do they not 
groan under the iron rod 
of his police, unparalelled 
in severity ? And, when 
they find all Europe in 
arms against their enslav- 
er, and wants only to as- 
sist them in the recovery 
of their own rights, it 
would be to suppose 
them sunk into the most 
brutal degeneracy, not to 
expect to join in the ef- 
forts to obtain relief. 


This puts me in mind of the ‘* Needy 
Knife Grinder and the Friend of Humanity,” 
which latter, because he cannot rouse in the 
former a spirit of rebellion, vomits forth 
avainst him a string of most abusive appel- 
lations, concluding with ‘* base, degenerate, 


os spiritless outcast.” But, the ‘* Friend of 


Humanity,” seditious as he is represented, 
appears to be disinterested; whereas the 
rint, above quoted, discovers selfishness the 
most detestable in the persons, under whose 


influence it is. 


While Buonaparté seemed 


inclined to remain at peace with this coun- 
try ; while he appeared inclined to suiler 
the shopkeepers and the shopkeeper states- 
men to enjoy repose; to gormandize, to 
booze, and to cram their chests, he was a 
very good sort of a man; his portrait was 
exhibited trom their windows, in the attitude 


of embracing their Sovereign; the flags of 


France and ef England were entwined, and, 
when seen waving from ‘the balloon of Gar- 
herin, drew forth the plaudits af the gazing 


cockneys. 


Then Buonaparte’s goverment 


was as good an one a8 the French people 
could bear; ‘* liberty, in the hands of those 
** who knew not how to enjoy it,” was an 
evil ; and, it was laid down as an undeniable 
truth, that, on the changé introduced by 
Buonaparté, the ‘ people of France had 
yeason to conrratujate themselves.” Now 2— 
but, there is no need of repeating” what is 
now said; and; we have only to’ ask our- 
selves, Whether wethiak, that the people of 
France, or any persons having mfinence 


Pith thea, age to be cajoled by professions 


Europe, and particularly the nation 
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of a desire, on the part of the Pitts and their gerry 
like, to restore them toa state of freedyp ! at Re 
Can we believe, that the French are , ch hate 
brutes as not to perceive the cause of this tes : w 
change of sentiment, or, at least, of |p». np pane 
guage, in the present foes of Buonapar: pom 
“€ When they find all Europe in arms a: 

“ their enslaver, and wants only to asx 
‘€ them in the recovery of their own right: ; 
Excessive kind! the French will exclaim. 


































answer t 
opsers ed, 
there 1s 


people of 


o- 


but, how came you to acknowledge, ty a 
sanction, to establish, the sway of this ou; , weg | 
“* enslaver ?”” How came you, the Pitts and chien 
Addingtons, to receive colonies at his hands pape: 
and to hold those colonies as part of the 7 a . 


British dominions ? How came you to enter 
into a solemn treaty with him, promising 
strictly to observe all the obligations of peace 
and amity, and going out of © the usu 
course of such compacts, for the purpose of 
making a provision for the surrender of «ll 
those, who might escape to England or her 
dependencies after having committed acs 
of violence against his life ? How came you 
to bring to trial, and to convict, as of a creat peace ahd 
crime, a French royalist, whom you charged to Gat-alete 
with endeavouring to instigate us to acts But, we at 
violence and rebellion against this ou 
** enslaver ;” this ‘ upstart,” this “ foreign 
usurper,’’ this ‘* gloamy despot,” as yo 
now call him? Is it not upon the recoris 
of your offices of state ; of your parliament; 
of your courts of justice ; that Buonapart 
even previous to our electing him as ov 
Emperor and settling the crown on his %- 
mily, was our lawful ruler? And, is it fa 
you now to call upon us ; now that you fn 

im dangerous to yourselves, and are in ter 
ror of your lives at his name ; is it for y0%, 
and after such a length of time, and su ha 
series of events, to call upon us to M% 
against him and to take his life ; and th, 
too, under the pretext, that you ‘* want ol! 
** to assist us in the recovery of our 0" 
** rights ?” Is there a man so infatua' 
as not to perceive, that these will be & 
questions, which all France will put, 0% 
swer to any invitation that shall be gv 
them to rebel against Napoleon ? The 3s 
is so plain; it is so evident, that the odje 
is to mgke mere tools of the people of Fran 
in pulling down Buonaparté, and ther? 
relieving the instigators from the dread 
have of him, that the man who expec’ “ 
deceive them must himself,be little shor 
an ideot, “The people of France well kn 
that Napoleon has augmented their tert" 
and their power ; they well know, U* 
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er hoodwinked Pittite, who can imagine that 
their the people of Frauce will be induced to 
om ! hate Buonaparté for this ? This point has 
stich peen ably treated by the writer in the Morn- 
this a7 Chronicle ; and, as the reader will have 
lan rerceived, nothing has been advanced in 
rt answer tohim. ‘The Sun has, indeed, once 

it epserved, that, as to objects of ambition, 
aSéist there is no common feeling between the 
hts people of France and Buonaparte ; but, is 
am ; not such a position directly in the teeth of 
"» 10 reason? Does not every Frenchman feel, 


that he has an interest, ashare, in all the 
achievements of Buonaparté ? Can this man 
do any thing without the people of France ? 
Is not a love of domination the passion 


a known to be uppermost in every French- 
sing man's breast? And will the French, then, 
— be induced to kill, or to cashier him, merely 


because they are persuaded that he is upon 
the eve of making them the masters of the 
world? Will they be induced to put him 
down, and to put an end to their own fi- 
vourite career, in order that the inhabitants 
of London may carry on their commerce in 
peace and safety, and may thereby be enabled 
to out-shine the inhabitants of Paris? 
Kut, we are reminded of the severjty of the 





our government of Buonaparté, and of the un- 
eign bearable rapacity of his upstart underlings. 
ry As to the severity of his government, the 
on observations in the Sum of 1802 may serve 
i aa tolerably good answer; but, we may 
he add thereunto, that with respect to the fact, 
ri when have we heard of any instance éf the 
| - severity here imagined? That his govern- 
f 


ment is despotic ; that it is a rigid despo- 





snd ' 

o sm; that it permits nothing worthy of the 
ite ame of liberty, civil or political, we well 
" roe ; but is this any new thing to the peo- 
> ple ot France? Have they, in reality, ever 
fe shown, that they set any value upon liberty, 
* or that they had any elear notion of its na- 
* ture ? Voltaire has, said of them, that they 
i. must have a master ; “a master,” says he, 
ia yoo or bad they must and will haye.” 
a ¢ knew them very well ; and, if we pro- 
» a oeoG the opinion of their disposition 
» weal undergone: a change, we shall find 
ef ae sg Migh 8 mistaken.—-—With re- 
> inti ' bees rapacity of the upstart un- 
eb dd tre uenaparte,”” we can easily con- 
he ea at it Is great enough ; but, we must 
t: sen ae conclude that itis ‘* unbear- 
df a a . + may, for aught I know to the 
é ‘all ntde ave collected trom amongst the 
of an me amongst the very scum of French- 
i witha sons to load with emoluments and 
. 'tites; he may have introduced scores of 


Mi i into the legislative bodies, and 
© councils of state ; he may, as it ware 


SEPTEMBER 7, 1805.—Continental Coalition, 








[306 
on purpose to degrade the idea of nobility aid 
gentry, have taken footmen, butlers, petty 
clerks, apothecaries’ apprentices, shop- 
keepers, and money-lenders, and set them 
up as the lawegivers and rulers of the 
peopie ; he may, in order to gratify the 
rapacity of these his creatures, and, in 
order to obtain the means of silencing 
others by pensions or gifts or loans or jobs 
or contracts or by any other of the me- 
thods in which corruption is administered, 
have, for aught I know, ground the people 
down by a system of taxation, that ransacks 
the houses, the purses, the very hearts and 
minds of the people, and that, in fact, 
leaves no man any thing that he can, with 
propriety, call his own; as the natural 
consequence of such measures, be may 


have augmented, many-fold, the paupers of 


unhappy France ; may have rendered all the 
poor the working slaves of the rich, and all 
the rich his stewards, his collecters, his de+ 
graded though glittering dependents ; and 
may thus, under the name of liberty, have 
introduced a system of slavery, which, po- 
litically considered, yields to none that the 
world ever witnessed. All these things 
he may have done, and, if he have, [ 
allow, that he merits universal execration ; 
but, as to the effect of these things upon ihe 
minds of the people, let the reader reticct a 
little, and then say, whether he thinks that 
they are absolutely “‘ unbearable ;" whe- 
ther he thinks, that it follows, of course, 
that the people will feel and express a 
suitable degree of indignation against the 
authot of them; whether he thinks, that 
it requires merely to hold up a finger to 
excite them to open rebellion against such 
aruler ; or whether he thinks, that, when 
corruption has once become prevalent in a 
country, every fresh exercise of it gives to: 
the ruler power more than proportioned to 
the discontent which it excices amongst 
the people; and, if he should be, as I think 
he must, of this latter opinion, he will, 
of course, derive very litde hope from the 
discontents excited in France, by the: ra- 
pacity of Buonaparté’s upstart undertings, 
and the consequent oppression exercised by 
their chief. Should, however, the dis- 
positions of the people of France, be, in 
this respect, different from what reason 
teaches ys to expect, still, as was observed 
about a year ago, how would the jnstigators 
against Buonaparté, or, in other worcs, the 
instigators to 3 counter-revolulicn, now 
overcome the effect of the transfer of hee 
novrs, of offices, and of property ?-** The 
“ transfer of property,” says the iter 
above quoted, ‘ would be but a sulordinate 
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‘« impediment to the return of the Bour- | 
This is an instance, a strikmg | 


** bons,” 
instance of that shallowness, which invari- 
ably marks the writings and speeches of the 
Pitt school. Do they consider? Is it pos- 
sible, that they can have considered ? that 
they can ever, for only one minate, have 
thought upon the nature and extent of the 
transter here spoken of, and which includes 
all the peculiar rights of the nobility and the 
clergy, besides no small portion of the real 
estates of the country? Suppose (for there 
is nothing like bringing the question close to 
our own bosoms) suppose, that, by any 
change of system in England, the game laws, 
the tithes, and all the manorial rights 
(exercised here in a very limited degree 
compared to the exercise of them in France) 
were to be abolished ; suppose every man 





thus to become possessed of the right of : 


hunting and shooting ; every land-owner to 


acquire an addition of ten per cent. in the 


value of his land, and every tenant, having 
a lease, to be freed from so much of charge 
upon his land; every copy-holder to be 
freed from the charge of fines, heriots, and 
the like, and, in short, suppose every copy- 
holder and every trespassing cottager to be- 
come, at once, a freeholder. Suppose such 
an event were to take place in England ; 
will any man say, that the transfer even of 
this much of property would forma ‘‘ 
*€ dinate impediment” to the return of the 
former state of things? A wise politician 
would see in the re-transter nothing ulti- 
mately injurious even to the parties possess- 


, 
SHEOT- 


‘ing the species of property here spoken 


of; but, men in general do not extend 
their eneuiries so tar; and, it would be 
wonderful indeed, if, after the lapse of 
fifteen years, all such possessors were not 
hostile to the return of the authority, 
under which they had betore lived. But, 
besides what we have been speaking of, 
the real property of Irance, to the amount 
of more than one-third part, has changed 
masters; and is now held by the same 
tenure, considered with respect to the Bour- 
bons, that Napoleon holds the seeptre. A 
manifesto in favour of the Bourbons would, 
in fact, be a manifesto against them ; and, 
though there was a time, when such a siep 
might, and, in all human probability, 
would, have been attended with success ; 
is there any one who can hope, that that 
time is not passed? Since the peace of 
Amiens, and in consequence of that peace, 
too, a new Gallican Church, has been erect- 
ed, and has now received all the strength 
that every thing but time cau communicate 


toit. The new nodility is not a very solid 


oe ee a 
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fabric ; but it consists of ambitious, actiye 
and daring men, who value their pre-em;. 
nence not the less for having once been 

1 et P : . ; 
amongst the lowest of mankind ; and, in 


the numerous legion ef whom there | 
perhaps, not one who. would be ready ty 


s 
’ 


say, with an effeminate, luxurious, and de. 
generate wretch, whom we have all heard of, 
that he “ would rather be a young chimney. 
‘é : } % 5 ~ a 

sweeper than an old Duke.” Aware of the 
constant endeavours of the adherents of the 


Treasury, to 
of their opponents merely to a desire of 


ascribe all the opinions 


thwarting the views of the ministry, I shal 
here repeat what I was led (in some remarks 
upon the pretended plot at Warsaw) to siy 
upon this subject, about a year ago ;* “ The 
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truth is, I fear, Napoleon is firmly fixed 
in his throne, if not in the hearts of the 
French nation, whose ruling passion 's a 
love ot the glory of France, and in 
indulgence ot which passion they ore 
abundantly gratified by their present : 
Jer, ‘They love splendour too, and spleu 
dour he seems determined to give them. 
If there be another thing which they re 
quired to keep them in constant good hu- 
mour, it is the prospect of invading, 
ruining, and subduing this country ; that 
to he has given them. Buonaparteé is no 
longer the adventurer he was previous to 
Mr. Addington’s peace: he has, since 
that time, settled the affairs of the churcli; 


‘ he has erected a legion of honour, whi b, 


however it may be laughed at, will yield 
him a support that few monarchs can ex- 
pect from their nobles. He who has with 
him the church, the aristocracy, and the 
army, has very little to fear from whut 
man can do unto him ; how firmly, then, 
must he be fixed, when it is well known 
that all these must live or perish with 
himself? when all men in power and place, 
and when no small portion of the holders 
of real property, know that their rank and 
influence and possessions are held by the 
same tenure that Napoleon wears the im- 
perial crown ? For these reasons I am 
inclined to think, that the French govert- 
ment never employed any body to poisoit 
Louis XVIIT., being perfectly inditferent 
as to the life or death of that monarch, 
having but too certain an assurance, that 
his cause would never be manfully artd 
efficiently espoused by the great powet 
of Europe, and reposing a perfect cou!- 
dence in the effect of that change which 
the last sixteen years have produced in 
the minds of the people of France. In 
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- apaking of the sentiments of the French 
' = ie, and particularly of their attach- 
ment to the family of Bourbon, we but 

- tpg often overlook this important circum- 
stance. ‘Those who are now thirty years 
‘of age, where only fourteen when the 
. French revolution began, and when no- 
tions hostile to the Bourbons began to be 

« generally imbibed ; and, we have only to 
jook at aregiment of soldiers to be con- 
viuced, that it is upon men of five or six 

‘ years on.each side of thirty, that, in mili- 
‘ tary countries especially, the fate of go- 
vernment must generally depend. As 
towards their rulers, the present active 
population of France presents a new race 

‘ of men; and it must be evident, that every 
‘year will weaken those feelings from 
‘which one might hope to derive some aid 
‘in the restoration of the royal family, 
and which, in the early part of the last war 
might have been turned to such glorious 
account.” These reasons are now strong- 

r, much straiger, than they were a year 
so. They are, indeed, so convincing, thrat it 
s truly surprising to find persons still enter- 
ining a hope -of being able to overset 
buonaparté by the means ef a counter- 
evolution ! The partiality for such a scheme 
rises, as T have frequently had to observe, 
rom the efheminacy of the times, fram 
hat disinclination to real warlike exertions, 
aich disinclination is naturally engendered 
ha state absorbed in. commerce ; and, the 
readers of the Register will, Iam sure, do 
he the justice to say, that to remove this 
viclination, and to produce a conviction, 
ut we had nothing to hope for but from 
bur own exertions, and Particularly that we 
wing. — for from discontents in 
a ‘ee ree : Noe constant endeavour. 
. 2 Bx 2S NOvember, 1802, in allu- 
Be tes we fePOrts then circulated in the 
n “spapers, respecting the unpo- 


pularity ‘ j 
Puarity of Buonaparté, the following re- 


mph mene, and I now repeat them, 
swith @ ho bees: of my own consistency, 
beet with a es that my words may now 
ake s dndkas ‘ore favourable hearing, and 
Buonapart: impression than they did then. 
' sound, in nas returned to. Paris, safe and 
cages ravers and predic 
of los; ~0 , Who were in hopes 
sing their fears in his lass of life. 
“re are none but the basest of cowards, 


. Who look to the death of this man as a 


liver; : 
Yerance from danger. Yet, disgrace- 


‘as is the fact, the hopes of no small. 


Portion of the advocates of peace have no 


bett 
eT, nO more honourable, foundation. 


4% J ° 
Those who, like-onrselves, were opposed 
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toa disgraceful peace with Buonaparté, do 
not, nor ever did, entertain any such fool- 
ish hope ; we kuow that if he were dead 
to-morrow, another, perhaps even more 
dangerous, would arise to fill his place.: 
we are for the employment of no base 
means of offence or of defence, but are for 
a fair and honourable contest between the 
two nations, in which, with God's goed 
help, we should hope to come off victo- 
rious, and to rescue eur country from im- 
pending ruin and slavery.—The Consul 
has been received at the several places 
which he visited on his teur, with every 
demonstration of joy; precisely such as 
we could wish to see accompany the steps 
of our gracious Sovereign.—People may 
say what they please about the hypocrisy 
of this joy; we, for our part think it per- 
fectly sincere, and, what is more, we sce 
no reason why it should not be so. We 
have nothing to say against those meek 
and unambitiovs. persons, who sicken at 
the sound of military fame and national 
conquests; but, we must confess, that, 
for our parts, we should not like a Jeader 
the worse, for having extemled our sway 
over one half of Europe, added ten mil 
lions ta our population, and humbled our 
rival in the dust.—No, no; such a man 
may be hated by the Addingtons and 
Hawkesburies, and by all those who dread 
the increase of his power, but not by the 
people of France, not by those, the ad- 
vancement of whose glory (which is ins 
separable from its own) is the only object 
of his life.” *—In p. 717 of the same vo- 


lume, it was observed: ‘‘ It is your bawlera 
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for peace and plenty, wpon any terms 4 
your philanthropic haters of all war; your 
men who would rather be ‘‘ kicked a lit- 
tle than fight much ;” these are the men 
(if, indeed, they are worthy of the name), 
who would gladly contribute half-a-crown 
a piece to purchase the death of the Con- 
sul; not because he is the enemy of their 
Sovereign and of the glory amd indepen- 
dence of their conntry, but beeause his 
restless and ambitious mirid may conceive 
such projects as will deprive them ot their 
wealth or compel them to defend it. The 
very sanie motives of scifishness and 
cowardice, which led them to embrace 
Buonaparté with open arms, would also 
lead tliem, if they could do it with the 
certitude of impunity, to slip adagger into 
his side.” Such I saw them; such fsaw 


the shop-keeping herd long before this 
wat began; and, whether I saw them 


—————- 


———-+ + ee 


* Register, Vol. IT. p. 666. 
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their ‘true light the reader will, from their 


subsequent conduct, be able pretty correct- 


ly to judge. They hate Buonaparté because 
he will make them fight for their liberty, or 
will have them for his slaves. This I have 
told Sir Balaam twenty times over; and, I 
have told him besides, what he and his race 
will find most true, that the age of com- 
merce, of corruption, of effeminacy, of Jux- 
ury, and of cowardice, are passing away ; 
znd that the military age is again coming. 
It has, indeed, actually begun. I repeat, 
that the soldier is abroad, and that he wi// 
have his share of the good things that the 
world affords. Sir Balaam may cry; but 
neither crying nor su’scriling will long save 
him. Our choice is a very simple one; 
very clearly marked out: either we become 
a military people, or we become the slaves 
of France. Not a volunteering people ; not 
a set of reeling shop-keepers making a shew 
of arms under such commanders as Colonel 
Pitt, Colonel Canning, and Colonel Huskis- 
son; but a people really military; and, to 
become such we must at once resolve, in 
spite of the tears and howlings of Sir Ba- 
Jaam, to transfer to camps that vast portion of 
the produce of the land and the labour of the 
nation, which is now swallowed up by the 
slothful though crafty drones ef the Change. 
This is where we ought to degin; for, until 
we have well begun. here, all our alliances 
and plots are useless, and never will bring us 
so much as one hour of tranquillity, 
{The other topics intended for the present 
sheet must be deferred till the next. Ican- 
not, however, refrain from making use of 
this last line of room to request the reader's 
attention toa Seconp Lerrer of Fasivus, 
which will be found in the Morning Chro- 
nicle of the 4th instant, upon the subject 
above treated of. It is an admirable per- 
formance ; and I greatly regret, that my ar- 
rangements for this week do not leave me 
roam for jts insertion. | 

Botley, Thursday, | 

29th August, 1805. f 
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BOXING. 


[The following extract is taken from a work re- 
eently published, entitled, “* On the Use and Abuse 
** of Popular Sports and Exercises, resembling those 
« of the Greeks and Romans, as a national Object.” 
** By S. A. Bransiry, M. D. Vice-President of the 
** Manchester Literary and Philosophical Society.” 
——Having, as the readers of the Political Register 
will have observed, lately made some remarks upon 
the subject of Boxiwa, I am induced to insext this 
extract in the hope of its tending greatly tq strength- 
en whatever degree of effect my arguments may have 








our common nature. 
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been so fortunate as to produce. Those Who hare 
not read the remarks, to which I refer, wil) fing 
them in p. 193, and the following, of the Present yo, 
lume, Mr. Bradsley’s facts are valuable. 1 shoylg 
like to hear what can be urged against us. 1s there 
no son of cant; no worshipful member of the Vice 
Society ; no modern Hupisras; no 

6 ——Tail of worship that doth grow 

*¢ On rump of justice, as on cow ;” 
is there no such hero to encounter us 2mm Mr, fh 
docs not seem to approve of prize fighting; but, of 
that hereafter] 


It is not compatible with the limits of this 
essay to notice the variety of bodily exercises 
and active sports to which the people of Eng. 
land are generally addicted. But there js 
one kind of personal contest, to the conside. 
ration of which the remaining part of thee 
remarks will be chiefly devoted, as it has 
been the source of obloquy and reprobatica 
among foreigners, to the national character, 
The public exhibition of boxing, and the 
practice of the same art in deciding private 
and personal quarrels, are here alluded to, 
Is not‘the art of boxing, by which ia- 
stantaneous insult may be avenged, or per 
sonal injury averted, less dangerous than any 
other practice adopted by the inhabitants of 
the continent on similar occasions and for 
similar purposes ?—The question is an in: 
portant one; and the following facts snd 
observations may serve, perhaps, to apolo- 
gize for, if they cannot justify, a custom © 
interwoven with our national manners and 
character. So long as man is subject to 
the imperfection of his nature, he must 
compelled to acquire the art of self-defence, 
as well as that of annoyance to others, Ou! 
experience of his conduct and characte, 
teaches us the impossibility of extinguishing 
the passions of pride and resentment, whic’, 
2ithough they frequently involve him 1 
misery, are still the sources of some of lis 
noblest qualities and attributes. As some 
portion of evil will attach to the best 4 
wisest system of moral or civil restrait'; 
that policy is, perhaps, the wisest, which 
legislates for man as he is, not altogether ® 
he ought to be. Suffer the passions to re's" 
uacontroled, and you dissolve the bonds «t 
society : stifle the active energies of a Te” 
lute independent spirit, and you degrade '* 
man into a passive slave. The feeling 0! ™ 
sentment for unprovoked injury and ins 
is a salutary, if not instinctive provision “ 
It may be asked- 
‘“‘ Is man then to be the judge and avens“ 
of his own wrongs? Is not every offence 
against the person of a citizen a breach “ 
the Jaws of society ? And should it no! of 
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" * anished as such?” Certainly :—Bat if, 

‘che best regulated states, 1 be found im- 
ENt Vo, "oticable to prevent man from frequently 
should ssertiNg a claim to the vindication of his 
s there : 


own real or supposed wrongs, it then be- 
comes a question of expediency as. to the 
most preferable mode by which he may be 
eyabled te obtain this end. | 
unjustly be considered as the most eligible 
»eans of cfrence and defence. It is pro- 
vrly ranked among those athletic exercises, 
which, at the same time that they impert ad- 
dress and strength to the body, inspire COlle 
rive and fortitude in the mind. It may in- 
deed lead bad hearts and bad heads into acts 


1c Vieg 


J 


propensity to an improper exertion of skill 


Te is : : 
sides and courage would be checked, in propor- 
these tion as men were more equally possessed of 
+ has the means of defence or aggression, They 
ation would learn to respect the skill and bravery 
cter of each other, and consequently be less prone 
| the to undue resentment and quarrels. The go- 
ivate vernment that would attempt, with a despo- 
1 to, tic and severe authority, to control the 
. ins exertions of self-confidence, and a moderate 
pers exercise of just resentment, could only ex- 
‘apr pect to rule over a nation of timid and re- 
s of vengeiul slaves, The open and ingenuous 
for expression of manly indignation might be 
ins repressed; but the raneorous feelings of 
and malignant revenge would be fostered and 
aloe encouraged, But no state can, with any 
1% prospect of success, attempt such an abso- 
and lute dominion ovér the passions of men, 
to And if it did, “ it must (according to the 
be ovservation of a spirited author) in order to 
nee, act consistently, prohibit the use of knives, 
Der hatchets, and even pokers ; for any of these, 

ter, Upon a sudden emergency, might impart a 
ing iearul power to the enraged and the feeble.”’ 

ch, aa we consider the practice of other 
in countries, where boxing is unknown, we 
his shall find, that the modes of resenting inju- 

me “les, resorted to by the common people, are 

nd full of danger and ferocity. In * Italy, the 

nt} stiletto is not only the weapon of the hired 

ich asissin, but is “also kept ready in the bosom 

13 ot the respectable citizen, to be plunged into 

ga the heart of his friend or neighbour, upon 

of aly sudden provocation from anger, or mo- 





tive of rey 
‘Ne of revenge——-When the passions are 





he Se. ee aia 

ee _* In an authentic publication, of the life 
ut = the late Pope, it is affirmed, that upwards 
ot Ro 1000 persons annually fall victims, in 
rf apes the stiletto ; either by the hands. of 
, t ured assassin, or in private quarrels, Dr. 
, ore reckons the number of murders in 


{ Naples, by th ; | 
; gumually, 2 ihe dagger, at not less than 400 


* 


> ot AY 
Boxing may not, 


of presumption and petty tyranny ; but this’ 
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under greater restraint, from the influence 
of laws, of climate, and of custom, such 
dreadful consequences do not ensue from the 
quarrels of the populace.* Yet even in 
France, and most parts of Germany, the 
quarrels of the people are determined by a 
brutal appeal to force, directed in any man- 
ner, however per lous, to the annoyance or 
destruction of an adversary. Sticks, stones, 
and every dangerous kind of weapon, are re- 
sorted to for ihe gratification of passion or 
revenge. But the most common and savage 
method of settling quarrels upon the conti- 
nent is the adoption of the Pancratium. The 
parties close, and struggle to throw each 
other down; at the same time the teeth and 
nails are not unemployed. In short, they 
tear ¢ each other like wild beasts, and never 
desist from the conflict till their strength is 
completely exhausted; and thus, regardless 
of any established laws of honour which 
teach forbeerance to a prostrate foe, their 
cruelty is ouly terminated by their inability 
to inflict more mischief. And yet superk- 
cial observers, and especially all foreigners 
who have written concerning our customs 
and manners, loudly brand the English cha- 
racter with savage rudeness and brutality, 
because they have seen men terminate their 
quarrels by an appeal to boxing; in which 
the parties are not permitted to take an tin- 
fair advantage of each other, but when one 
is disposed to yield, the combat immediately 
closes, and the conqueror and the vanquished 





* The mode of fighting in Helland, 
among the seamen and others, is well known 
by the appellation of Snicker-Snee. In this 
contest sharp knives are used; and the par- 
ties frequently maim, and sometimes, de- 
stroy each other. The government deems 
it necessary to tolerate this savage practice. 
Ceriain fines are imposed if wounds be in- 
flicted on dangerous parts of the body; but 
a very trifling, and indeed seldom any pu- 
nishment ensues, provided the general rules 
of the combat have been adhered to. 

¢ In Virginia and the other southern states 
of America, the most savage acts of barba- 
rity are committed, in the quarrels of the 
people. Gouching ; or thrusting out the 
eye from the socket, is one of the means re- 
sorted to upon almost every personal dispute. 
An intelligent traveller, Mr. Weld, declares, 
that at Richmond in Virginia, it was nothing 
uncommon to meet with persons deprived of 
one or both eyes from this horrid practice. —+ 
He mentions aijother mode to disable an an 
tagonist, so detestably barbarous, as to excite 
incredulity, if the account had not been cor- 
‘roborated by other writers. 
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375} 
are often seen to give and receive a hearty 
shake of the hand, in token of mutual good- 
will and forgiveness. In no instance does 
the manly, spirited, and generous character 
of Britons, rise to a higher pitch, than in 
this alacrity almost.universally shewn by the 
most ignorant and lowest order of the peo- 
ple, to terminate their personal contests, in 
a kindly and honourable manner. The mind 
indeed is thus relieved at once from the 
brooding mischief of malice and revenge. 
For, when the idea of self-consequence has 
been maintained, in courageously supporting 
the contest, man is better satisfied with him- 
self and others, and consequently more likely 
to dismiss his ill-will and resentments. In 
order to foster manly fortitude and vigour, 
and to preventthe mischiefs arising from the 
irregular and brutal exertions of strength and 
ferocity, would it not be advisable to en- 
courage the art of boxing with mufflers, as a 
subordinate branch of the gymnastic exer- 
cises ? It is a singular though striking 
fact, that in those parts of the kingdom 
where the generous and manly system of 
pugilism is least practised, and where, for 
the most part, all personal disputes are de - 
cided by the exertion of savage strength and 
ferocity, a fondness for barbarous avd 
bloody sports is found to prevail. In some 
parts of Lancashire bull-baiting and man- 
slaying are common practices. The know- 
ledge of pugilism as an art is, in these 
laces, neither understood nor practised. 
‘here is no established rule of honour to 
save the weak from the strong, but every 
man’s life is at the mercy of his successful 
antagonist. ‘The object of each combatant 
in these“ disgraceful contests, is, to throw 
each other prostrate on the ground, and then 
with hands and feet, teeth and nails, to in- 
flict, at random, every possible degree of 
injury and* torment. ‘This is not an exag- 


——— mee 








* A disgusting instance of this ferocious 
mode of deciding quarrels, was not long 
since brought forward at the Manchester 
sessions. It appeared in eviderce, that two 
persons, upon some trifling dispute, at a 
public house, to lock themselves up 
in a room with the Jandlord and “ fight it 
out” according to the Bolton method. This 
contest lasted along time, and was only ter- 
minated by the loss of the greatest part of 
tre nose and a part of an ear, belonging to 
one of the parties, which were actually bit- 
ten off by the other, during the fight. The 


’ sufferer exhibited at the trial, part of the ear 


so torn off ; and when asked by the counsel, 
what had become of that part of his nose 
which was missing—he replied—with per- 
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[34 
gerated statement of the barbarism-still oy. 
vailing in many parts of this kingdom. The 
county assizes for Lancashire afford re 
many convincing proofs of the incrensing 
mischiefs arising from these savage and dj. 
graceful combats. The judges, on thes 
occasions, have frequently declared jn th. 
most solemn and impressive charges to t\y 
grand jury, that the number of persons jp. 
dicted for murder, or manslaughter, in con. 
sequence of the bestial mode of fighting 
practised in this county, far exceeded that of 
the whole northern + circuit; and that, in 
future, they were determined to punish with 
the utmost rigour of the law, offenders of this 
description. But, alas! these just denup- 
ciations have little availed. Is it not then 
highly probable, that the evil which the s- 
verity of the law has been unable to correct, 
might be gradually and etfectually abolished, 
or at least greatly mitigated, by the encox. 
ragement of a more manly, and less dan- 
gerous mode of terminating the quarrels of 
the populace ? In the southern parts of this 
kingdom very rarely (and then chiefly in 
pitched battles for gain) is there any danger 
to life or limb from the practice of fair 
boxing. If then in the public schools and 
Jarge manufactories of Lancashire, wher 
immense nuinbers of boys are under the en- 
tire control of their masters and employers, 
some pains were taken to introduce the 
manly system of boxing, and the laws of ho- 
nour, by which it is regulated, there can 
scarcely be room to doubt, but that the life 
of man would be.more respected, barbarous 
propensities subdued, and the present cha- 
racter of the country rescued from the stig- 
ma of savage rudeness. It has been asserted, 
by those qualified to judge, that since the 
late diffusion of the knowledge of the prsi- 
istic art by itinerant practitioners among the 
northern inhabitants of this’ kingdom, the 
mere exertions of brutal strength and fero- 
city have somewhat fallen into disuse, bot) 
as exercises of pastime, as well as means “ 
offence and defence. In order, therefore, ta 
abolish all traces of the savage mode of cvi- 








fect naiveté.—‘* That he believed his ant 
gonist had swallowed it!!" It has happened 
to the writer of these remarks to witness, 
more than one instance, the picking up 
the streets, Iacerated portions of ears and 
fingers, after these detestable an‘ savazt 
broils. Surely either our Jaws or manner 
might interfere in suppressing such deeds 
savage barbarity ! 

¢ At one assizes, no Jess than nine pet 
sons were convicted of manslaughter, om!s* 
nating from these disgraceful encounters. 
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rest which has been so fully describe , would 
it not be adviseable to hold forth prizes at 
wakes and public amusements, (where the 
onulace assemble chiefly for the purpose of 
‘version aud pastime ) for the encourage- 
ment of those, who excelled in sparring with 
nufiers? This trial of skill, force,and agili- 
ty (which was at first the practice of the an- 


rents) would contribute, under due regula- 


fons, to invigorate the body and anunate the 
courage ; and effectually abolish the present | 
ourag } 


dangerous and inhuman method of deciding 
personal contests. 





AUSTRIA AND FRANCE. 
The following article has been. circulated 
on the Continent, as comprehending the 
incipal complaints alleged by the Court of 
Vienna against the government of France.] 
The occupation of Hanover, of the Papal 
Rites, and of the Kingdom of Naples, as 
el as the Helvetian Republic, contrary to 
the treaties of _Ratisbon and Luneville; the 
jucorporation of Piedmont with the French 
Hmpire; the invasion of the German Em- 
pire by the seizure of the Duke d’Enghien 
on the territory of the Elector of Baden ; the 
wizure of several islands on the Rhine, 
hich, according to the Treaty of Ratisbon, 
belonged to the German Empire; the de- 
uand, or rather threat, to occupy all the sea 
ports in Dalmatia, and in the ci-devant Ve- 
netian States, during the present war; the 
cemand or menace to occupy the capital of 
the Kingdom of Naples, all its forts and sea- 
ports; the oceupation of all the sea-ports of 
he Kingdom of Etruria; the incorporation 
t Parma and Placenza with France, con- 
rary to the secret articles of the treaty of 
neville; the imperious demands to the 
ourts of Vienna and Naples to exclude all 
itish and Russian ships from their respec- 
ve harbours ; the late imperious demand to 
‘ccupy the sea-ports in the Island of Sicily ; 
‘He Creation ofa new kingdom in Italy, con- 
lary tothe secret articles of the treaty of 
Bweville; the incorperation of Geroa 
vith the French Empire, contrary to the se- 
‘et articles of the treaty of Luneville; the 
‘asive and insolent answer given to the re- 
peceatations of Count Cobentzel, Ambas- 
wpe. the Emperor of Germany ; and 
¥ From language held by the Chief of 
‘4 government to all the represen- 
: ‘Majesty the Emperor of Ger- 
‘any and Austria, 
ee ee 
“sy TS REIGH OFFICIAL PAPER. 
wink Pah ton.——-Letter from Vice-Ad- 
rida eo to the Minister of Ma- 
and Colonies, dated on loard the Bu- 
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centaure, tn the Road of Vigo, July 29, 
1505. 

MonsEIGNEUR, [ gave you an ac- 
count of the rencontre I had on the 224 
with an English squadron composed, as I 
believe, of 15 sail of the line. I] had the ho- 
nour of informing you at the same time of 
the manoeuvres I practised to retain the ad- 
vantage of the wind, and’to disconcert the 
project of the enemy for placing my rear be- 
tween two fires. The fog, with which we 
were enveloped during the action, prevented 
me from giving such orders as mitght be ne- 
cessary; but after an action of three hours, 
I had every reason to think that I had the 
advantage of the action, when upon the fog 
cleating up, I missed two of the Spanish 
ships. I at first flattered myself that they 


_ had got into some Spanish port, but as I have 


not since heard of them, and as ene of them 
was dismasted, I think it possible they may 
have fallen into the power of the enemy. It 
Was in vain that on the 23d and 24th, I en- 
deavoured to force the English admiral to 
renew the action ; he constantly avoided it. 
On the 26th, having lost sight of him, 1 
steered for Ferrol,.to unite under my flag his 
Catholic Majesty's squadron, commanded by 
Lieut. General Grandileana. Tor two days 
I contended against a fresh N. E, wind and 


| a heavy sea, which impeded my course so 


much that I determined to anchor in Vigo, 


in order to disembark the wounded, and 





some of the soldiers who were ill; and also 
to take in water, which the Achilles and the 
Algesiras in particular stood in need of, not 
having remained long enough in the Antilles 
to take any in. In the action of the 22d, 
we engaged at'a considerable distance, and f[ 
send you a list of the killed and wounded, 
which is very inconsiderable. Your excel- 
lency may be assured that I shall remain but 
a short time in this road, and that as soon as 
I have taken in water, I shall go in search of 
the English squadron, without, however, 
neglecting the mission with which I am 
charged. As the English admiral who en- 
gaged me has certainly three of his vessels 
rendered unfit to keep the sea, I donot think 
he can have more than twelve with him. I 
cannot praise too highly the skil) and the no- 
ble conduct of Admiral Gravina. All the 
Spanish vessels fonght with the utmost bra- 
very ; but I am still ata loss to comprehend 
how it was that we Jost the two ships that 
are missing. Nevertheless, your excellency 
will perceive, that the two disabled vessels 
might fall into the enemy’s line, without its 
being in my power to secure them, I beg 
you will assure the Emperor that I did my 
utmost to attack the enemy egain; that I 
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obstinately pursued them, and that they con- 
stantly declined the action. I cannot too 
highly praise my captains and crews. I 
have the honour to be, &c.—VILLENEUVE. 
[Then follows an account of the killed 
and wounded, amounting to 55 killed and 
116 wounded. ] 
Vice-Admiral Villeneuve to the Ministry of 
Marine. Vigo, July 31, 1805. 

I am now under way. I leave here two 
Spanish ships, and the French ship |’ Atlas. 
‘These vessels have not suffered much in the 
action, but they sail badly, and I consider 
them as rather likely to delay the squadron 
thin to reinforce it. I have disembarked 
here my sick. The length of the voyage, 
and the bad weather, has caused a sickness 
amongst the troops. But those who have 
nothing but the scurvy are in no danger, and 
will soon be restored by air and fresh provi 
sions. I shall set out with 15 ships, of 
which two are Spanish, and if we have any 
affair on our voyage to Ferrol with the squa- 
dron which we have already fought, we have 
nothing to fear. VILLENEUVE. 
Rear-Admiral Gourdon to the Ministry 

Marine and Colonies. Ferrol, August 

1805. 

My Lorp, I have the honour 
announce to your excellency, that Admirals 
Villeneuve and Gravina have this moment 
anchored at Corunna. The English squa- 
dron re-appeared two days ago; it consisted 
of 13 ships of the line, but immediately on 
seeing the squadron of Rear: Admiral Ville- 
neuve, it sailed again. It had, however, no- 
thing to fear from the combined squadron in 
Ferrol, the wind being West, and blowing 
fresh, which rendered it impossible for us to 
setout. We are all animated by an ardent 
desire to give his Majesty proofs of our de- 
votion for him, and our desire of enterprise 
for the glory of his flag. Gourpon. 
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SPANISH ACCOUNT OF THE LATE ACTION. 
From the Madrid Gazette. Letter from 
Lieutenant-General: Don Frederico Gra- 
vina to the Most Excellent Generalissimo 
the Prince of Peace, from Vigo, dated 
July 28, in the following terms. 
Most Excellent Sir, my Lord,—On the 
22d July, Cape Finisterre bearing 8. E. 
distant 25 leagues, the combined squadron 
was standing with the wind W.N.W. formed 
in three lines to the E. 8. E. the horizon be- 
ing covered with thick fogs. At noon the 
look-out vessels made the signal of having 
discovered 21 sail in the N,N.E. and that 
_ the greater part were of the Me. We im- 
mediately formed the line-of-battle to lar- 


beard, the Spanish squadron forming the 
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van, with myself at the head, and the Fren ‘ | 
Admiral in the centre of the line The ider ; 
enemy, consisting of sixteen sail of the | * per 
three of which were three-deckers, and fed —_ 
cut-downs, stood on the contrary tack, wih oc 
the intention, as it appeared, of cutting .¢ , ne 
our rear; to avoid which, the French 44. a“ 
miral made the signal to wear, and staid om en 
the opposite tack, which was immediate): 
obeyed, The last ship of the rear being ¢. 
vered, the Argonanta, on board of which | pATAv! 
had hoisted my flag, began the action wij heute 
the van of the English, (ata quarter befyp re 
five o'clock) who, upon account of the foe to hi 
had not perceived the movement we }:! ne F 
executed. The enemy's squadron haule Amit 
their wind, and a very warm action imine. Sur 
diately commenced, within half cannon-shot nort Vi 
between our van and the whole of th se YOU 
enemy's line, which successively extended yf the a 
itself to the centre of our line. The for wy tween 
so thick, that notwithstanding our proximity, ‘Ia and 
we at times lost sight of them. The fir nd not 
was very well kept up during the action y be in 
We saw a three-decker without her fore. hese en 

1 ie brave 
and mizen-mast. The battle continvel have the 
with our van and centre until past nin port te 
o'clock, when the enemy bore up, and the yn 
action ceased. On the morning of the 234 aused t 
at break of day, although the weather wa imns, $ 
still foggy, we found that two of our ship dered { 
were missing, and that they were the San brave C; 
Rafael and the Firme. We discovered tht ine, an 
enemy on the other tack; we immediately nd one 
formed the line, and chased, having tt rior ‘lit 
marked that they had three dismasted ship brands 


in tow, and that their line consisted of on) 
thirteen ships of war, including one dismas 
ed of its fore-topmast. We continued th 
chase the whole day without avail, 2s tl 
enemy manceuvred to avoid a second ¢i- 
counter. ‘The same took place on the 24%, 
on the morning of which day we saw then 
to windward crowding all sail, and co 
hauled, with the wind from the N. E. 
the 25th, at day-break, the wind blows 
fresh from the N. E. we were out of sig 
of the enemy ; and, during the day, wes" 
Cape Finisterre bearing due east. In 
situation, with the wind against our gett, 
into Ferrol, many of the French ships hams 
only six days water on board, and havi 
about 1300 sick and wounded in the 4% 
dron, without the necessary succours, © 
was determined to come to Vigo to provid pal atte 
what was necessary. As soon as | goon each oF 
the details from each ship, they shal fe the mai 
forwarded to your Excellency. In me — 
tion the six ships under my command ti We to 
fought with the greatest bravery ; and |e r Ares, 
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. ider the . 
ond attack, to have been caused by the 


ynage they had received. in the action, 
since the forces of the two fleets were 
alized by the quality of the ships, we 
ving on our side no three-deckers, and 






— 
ve ue 
he ling 
and two 
k, With 


tling of 
5 i 



















iS) , sm 

nch Ad. two small ships of 04 guns, 
stand op 
ediately : 
ring oo | ‘ice- Admiral Ve 
an Pe D raviAN Froritya.—Vice-ddmivral Fer- 
Smee heuil’s detailed Report of the Engage- 
— ments of the 17tn and 18th July, addressed 
, rrr to his Majesty Napoleon I. Emperor of 
ov te the French and King of Italy. Dated 
we l ‘ 4 s : & 

han led Antleteuse, July Wth, 19805. 

191) jad 

4GUly 

imine. Sirer,—It was impossible, in the’ first 
}on-shot sport which I had the honour of laying be- 
of the re your Majesty, to imclude all the details 


f the action of the 17th and 18th of July, 
between a part of the Imperial Batavian flo- 
ila and a squadron of the English navy ; 
nd not doubting that your Majesty wishes 
»be informed of all the circunistances of 


xtended 
bg 
yXimity, 
The firg 


artian 
ay Un, 


er fore. hese engagemeiits, as well as the conduct of 
r main ie brave men who had a share in them, I 


ntinued have thought it my duty to submit a new 
st ning port to your Imperial and Royal Majesty. 
ind the In leaving the road of Dunkirk, I 





he 234, aused the squadron to range in two Co- 





her was imns, so as to keep the fire of both free; I 
ir ships rdered the commandant of the praams, the 
the San brave Captain Lambour, to lead the outer 
sred the ine, and to place two praamis in the centre, 
ediatelr nd one in the rear, so as to keep the ex- 
ing Te rior line more compact. Captain Ger- 
ad ships brands commanded the advanced guard, 
of ony aptain Carpentier the rear guard, and I 
lismas- mmanded in petson the centre, on board 
ied the f the gun-boat No. 39. ‘The gun-boats 
as the ent under an easy sail, in order to give the 
nd el braams, whichi did not sail so well, an op- 
e 2412, portunity of preserving the order of battle. 
w them Having arrived off Gravelines towards 
d r )oclock at night, the enemy's division got 
> Oh 


i. nder weigh; they remained at anchor until 
lowing 1¢y found themselves abreast of the flotilla, 





‘al ee . 
f sight though they might have attacked us much 
we rr! mer, since the tide was still flowing, and 
In thi ey could consequently make the east: at 


getting 
havms 
having 


quarter past 9 the English division com- 
enced “its fire at long cannon shot dis- 
ance; I did not return their fire until they 
“ine nearer us; the action then became 
ry warm, the enemy directing*their prin- 
pal attack against our centre and rear. 
n each of tle English ships'there was a fire 
the main-mast, in order, apparently, not 
» confound our vessels with theirs; but 
We took the precaution to extinguish 
tfres, we had the adventage of aiming 
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English squadron having avoided a | 
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with much more 
10 the enemy directed their. whole at. 
tack against the 
means three of our gun-boats Wete “dtichi 


damaged, and becoming ungovernable, were’ 


run ashore. It was likewise by the Namé 
means that the Praain.La Ville’ de Geneve 
was bafiled in her manceuvres, ahd grotind- 


, . - Oe » 9 >} . . & 
ed during an hour, defending hersélf vigor? 
ously, until the enemy were obliged to abah-~ 


don her ; upon her being got off, She proé- 


ceeded on her voyage, and was again attack" 
ed; and, although her mainmast wasdamag-" 


ed, by the dexterity and bravery of “Lien- 
tenant Boissy, her commander, she opened 
for herself a passage, and rejoined the flo- 
tilla. ‘Towards 11 the enemy left us the 
field.of batule free, and stood to sea,’ although 
nothing prevented their continuing the com- 
bat. Having arrived off Calais, I made the 
signal to prepare to anchor, and soon after- 
wards to anchor.—I immediately landed and 
mounted on horse-back, in order to ride 
along the coast and examine the situation of 
the gun-boats that were ashore. I saw with 
satisfaction the fine position of the formida- 
ble light artillery, commanded by Gen. 
Sorbier; it protected the 5 stranded gun- 
boats ; 2 others were also obliged to run a- 
shore, owing to the loss of their rudders. 
At day-break, on the commencement of 
flood-tide, 3 of these gun-boats floated off, 
and proceeded on their passage: they were 
immediately seen by the enemy, and attack- 
ed by two sloops of war and two brigs, I 
observed with infinite satisfaction, that one 
of the gun-boats, commanded by Lieutenant 
Visscher, fired three broadsides before the 
sloop of war with which she was engaged 
fiyed once, which obliged the latter to sheer 
gft.—T wo gun-boats that were more damag- 
ed remained on the said; one of them was 
obliged to disembark her artillery and ballast. 
—At break of day we saw the greatest part 
of the enemy’s cruizers in the N, W. at a 
great distance in the offing; at 4 past 4 
they rallied, and formed in line of battle. — 
I returned on board, and shortly afterwards 
the enemy began to attack us anew; they 


kept at short cannon-shot distance, content- 


ing themselves with throwing a number of 
shells, several of which burst close to our 
vessels, but doing them very little harm,— 
The fire of our gun-boats and praams was 
well supported and strongly aided by the 
land batteries, which obliged the enemy to 
sheer off about Gin the morning, standing 
in partto the wastward; 7 of their vessels 
steered to the N. W. towards ‘the coast 6f 
England, which made. us conchide that 
some of them were too much damaged te 


certainty. -—-Towards’ 


ream gard; “by “Witich * 
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when we were off Wissant, it was composed 
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be able to keep the sea.—After this action 
J ordered, by signal, an account to be ren- 
dered me of the damage sustained by the 
different vessels: and I found that 9 gun- 
beats and 1 praam were unable to fuliow 
the rest of my littla squadron. I sent 
them in to the port of Calais. ‘There were 
besides 2 gun-boats stranded.—I landed in 
order to concert with the commandant of 
the Marine on measures propor to be 
taken for the prompt repair of the vessels 
which I had sent into port; after which I 
returned on board.—Towards 3 in the after- 
noon, I made -the signal to prepare for get- 
ting under weigh.—The enemy's division 
having availed themselves in the morning of 
the tide to get to the westward, I supposed 
that they meant to take post between Cape 
Blanenez and Cape Grisnez ; and that the 
passage would be entirely free for the ves- 
sels which I had ordered to weigh from 
Dunkirk.—At 3, the wind being E. N E. 
with a good breze anda clear sky, I made 
the signal to weigh, and to form in a single 
line of battle, at a quarter of a cable's dis- 
tance. My signals were executed with such 
promptness, that I owe the greatest praise to 
my officers—The enemy were in sight at a 
great distance in the offing, and there were 
abreast of the flotilla none but looking-out 
vessels, which made signal for our being 
under weigh, as soon as they saw us under 
sail— At 4 past 4 a ship of the line, four 
frigates, and three brigs, fell in with us off 
Cape Blancnez, and kept abreast of us. I 
remarked with pleasure that they hesitated to 
attack us, and waited the other vessels of 
their division, which soan joined them, 

making in all 19 sail. ‘They then formed in 

line of battle, and began, off Sangate, to press 
us closer; but before they were within 

teach of our guns, the land batteries threw, 
some bombs which fell at no great distance 

from them. The enemy also began a can- 

nonade, and I returned their fire ; but they 

kept at so great a distance that I ceased 

firing. Some moments afterwards, the 

enemy having approached nearer, [ re-com- 

menced firing. —The force of the enemy in- 

creased successively in such a manner, that 


of 45 vessels, of which two were of the line, 
and several frigates: the rest were sloops of 
war, and *r vessels; the action then 
became very warm, and we made use, on 
beth sides, of pete eet Having entered 
the passe of the Banca-ligne, the order of 
battle was exactly preserved —A!thongh the 
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, were constantly obliged to have the 
our hands, and often forced to incr 


passage is not 50 toises broad, anj 4 


diminish sail, the fire of our batteries 
vigorously kept up, that none of these grand 
floating castles dared to approach us. On 
leaving the banks one gun beat only oot 5. 
ground, which, by that false manauvre, . 
casioned two others to touch, but they dif 


not cease firing. —Having arrived at theey. 


tremity of Cape Grisnez, all the line double; 
| the Cape in the best order ; the three praa, 


in the rear then kept up a fire which ty 
enemy will long remember.—The ). 
nauvres of the praams in a passage so ny. 
row, and during an action so warm, ( 
the greatest honour to the Command; 
Lambour, and the officers: who comma 
them ; they merit my highest praise. The 
formidable batteries of Grisnez also kept wp 
a well-supported fire while we were abreast ¢f 
the Cape. After the whole line ha 
doubled it, the enemy continued the attad 
upon the rear-guard ; one of the gun-boas 
was so much damaged that it was obliged tp 
keep close to the shore ; some of the enemy's 
vessels continuing firing until we reached 
Ambleteuse, where we anchored with the 
squadron ; some moments afterwards tle 
enemy came anew, as if animated by; 
sentiment of rage, to attatk us at anchor, 
and approached us within grape-shot di- 
tance ; they were answered on our si# 
with as much vigour as at the commence 
ment. A frigate had the audacity to ap 
proach nearer than the others, but se 
paid dearly for her temerity, and was som 
forced to sheer off ; we saw distinctly tht 
she sufiered much, and that a great deal d 
confusion existed among her crew. ] left tle 
vessels in the roads, and caused to ents, 
with the night tide, seven of the gut 
boats that had been most damaged.— 
The enemy's squadron stood to sea, and # 
strong division anchored two leagues fr 
the coast, abreast of Ambleteuse: we ® 
served that a great number of their ves! 
made the Coast of England. ——On the t 
lowing morning I had the satisfaction of * 
ing 54 vessels arrive from Dunkirk at C228, 
without firing a single gun, the enemy ha 
ing direeted their whole attention to the 
of Ambleteuse. The gun-boats that 
aground on the Banc--ligne came also i 
the road, and one gun-boat only, strand 
near Odreselle, did not enter until the * 
lowing tide. 








(To le contiuued. 


— 





—_ 
ee 





Ga 


rie ee ee ne ee 


“Printed Cox and Baylis, No. 75, Great Queen Street, and published by R. Bagshaw, Bow Sirect, Cores 
where former Numbers may be had, sold also by J. Budd, Crown aud Mitre, Pall-Ma 





(384 
lat we 
lead m 
ASC Of 


Was 








































































vhich st 
ave fre 
ipo th 
Tr} shifis 
t5 nd 

. - * 

r-TUli 





pete 

a, n-Lorn 
pon Pre 
it; but, 
nent of ti 
i what 
‘ uld er 
= 

y say, 
, ; 
ac eres not 
tt could 

the pe 


* Spéex 
BOY, TO: 


